Bittersweet Way: Grand Opening
We reached a major milestone in the development of our Bittersweet Way project with a grand opening event on September 19, 2020! It was the culmination of several years of planning and hard work.
There is still more work to be done with more plantings, weeding, and beautification; but the big
pieces are now in place – a secondary path leading to a commemorative circle with beautiful historical
markers, a landscaped berm and bilingual retaining wall signage.
The grand opening event was delayed by several months and limited in size due to the COVID-19
pandemic, but with nice weather and plenty of space to stay safely distanced from one another, it was
the perfect opportunity to see and thank those who helped us design, build and raise money for the
project. It began with a blessing by elder Chickadee Reynolds and culminated with a ceremonial
planting of bittersweet vine and throwing of ‘seed bombs’ that will result in new wildflowers on the
Greenway next spring!
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Jamie Moses: Member’s Statement
We were honoured on Oct 14th to be the recipients of a
member’s statement by MLA Jamie Moses in recognition of
the work that we have done and continue to do.
“Bishop Grandin Greenway and its volunteers have
engaged the community to restore green space, increase
awareness, appreciate and acknowledge the area’s natural
and historical value and developed an active living venue
for people to enjoy” Jamie said as part of the statement.
The acknowledgement in the Provincial Legislature was an
unexpected surprise and the perfect way to cap off our
20th year as an organization.
We thank Jamie for the recognition and look forward to working on more great things to come.

A New Pollinator Garden
Bishop Grandin Greenway is becoming a hotbed for wildflowers.
In 2019, a new group called Winnipeg Wildflower Project created a
wildflower garden plot just west of St. Mary’s Road, in 2020 the team
at BGG planted native flowers and grasses on the new berm at near-by
Bittersweet Way, and also this past year St. Vital Agricultural Society
built a new pollinator garden.
The pollinator garden is a joint venture with the Monarch Teacher
Network and was planted with native grasses and wildflowers by a
team of volunteers in June. The 500 plantings include Manitoba’s
native grass big bluestem, and Swamp Milkweed which is critical to the
lifecycle of the monarch butterfly.
The pandemic has not slowed the creation of new plantings on the
Greenway. Like Karen Fontaine, Director and garden coordinator for
St. Vital Agricultural Society, told Canstar News last summer:
“Gardening didn’t get cancelled, and Mother Nature is still here.”
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Ins and Outs of the Board

The board of Bishop Grandin Greenway has seen some significant changes lately, starting at the top:
President Michelle Meade stepped down after the fall AGM, and welcomed Derick Young to the role.
Michelle will stay on as Past-President and continue to lend her guidance as a founding member of
BGG.
Three long-standing board members stepped down last fall: Debbie Svaling, Secretary and organizer of
our community garden joined Bishop Grandin Greenway at the same time as Bruce Garner, tireless
volunteer and passionate contributor to board discussions. Both stepped away in September, as did
Murray Gibson. Murray, of course, is a past-president of BGG, a founding member, and the driving
force behind our Bittersweet Way project. The Greenway would not be what it is without him.
All three former board members will be missed, but we are in a good position to move forward with
strong new additions: Michael Moyes joined this spring in a Community Relations role, but quickly
stepped up to Vice President when the role was vacated by Derick. Andrea Sutherland is the new board
Secretary and Nicole Grabowsky moved into the Community Relations role. Both joined earlier in 2020,
bringing their talent and creativity to the team. Shirley Miles became involved with BGG in 2019, is now
managing the community garden and is recognized as a Board Member-at-large.

We are still in search of a fund development officer to help our small but beneficial organization
operate in a financially sustainable way. If interested, feel free to contact us at
bishopgrandingreenway@gmail.com.

Looking Ahead to 2021
Last year threw us a lot of curveballs. Although we were able to hold a modest “grand opening” for Bittersweet Way, we had to cancel a planned 20th anniversary component of the event because physical
distancing protocols would not allow us to gather together all the people who deserve to be
recognized. We also had to dramatically alter our annual spring clean-up.
Although there is light at the end of the COVID tunnel, there is still a lot of uncertainty. We hope to
have a ‘normal’ spring clean-up event, and we can tell you that we will do more planting and weeding
at Bittersweet Way. Please email us or visit our website www.bishopgrandingreenway.com to donate or
enquire about volunteering.
Note to gardeners: We also have plots available for our community garden for 2021! Gardening is a
great pandemic-friendly activity. If you are interested please contact us.
Keep an eye on our website, Facebook page (Friends of Bishop Grandin Greenway) or Twitter account
(@bishopgrandin) for more updates.

www.bishopgrandingreenway.com | bishopgrandingreenway@gmail.com

-3-

MISSION STATEMENT
To create, enhance and conserve an accessible
network of nature areas and public pathways that
link and support both human and wildlife
communities along Bishop Grandin Blvd.

ABOUT BISHOP GRANDIN
GREENWAY:
Bishop Grandin Greenway Inc., (BGGI) is a not-for-

profit registered charity addressing the community
need for history, health and wellness. The organization
consists of community volunteers who are spearheading the Greenway development. Many organizations
are supporting the project through expertise, guidance
and financial support - Manitoba Hydro, the City of
Winnipeg, the Province of Manitoba, and Rotary to
name a few.
Monthly Meetings - Open to the Public
Contact bishopgrandingreenway@gmail.com for the

times and locations of upcoming meetings.
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Derick Young
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2019-2020 Volunteer Board of Directors
Derick Young
President
Michelle Meade
Past President
Michael Moyes
Vice President
Andrea Sutherland
Secretary
Brian Born
Treasurer
Nicole Grabowsky
Community Relations
Jacqueline Marques
Director
Stephane Lacroix-Pouliot
Director
Shirley Miles
Director

CONTACT:
Bishop Grandin Greenway Inc.
c/o Youville Centre
6-845 Dakota Street
Winnipeg, MB R2M 5M3
Email: bishopgrandingreenway@gmail.com
Website: www.BishopGrandinGreenway.com

MEMBERSHIP & SUPPORT

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Annual Membership $20.00 (renewable March 31)

Volunteers are the heart of Bishop Grandin Greenway.
Countless people and organizations offer their time, expertise
and assistance towards many of the Greenway projects.
There are a number of ways in which you can get involved.

Cheques payable to: Bishop Grandin Greenway Inc.

NAME:
ADDRESS:

circle areas of interest



PHONE:
EMAIL:
Your cash and in-kind contributions help improve Bishop
Grandin Greenway each year! The Greenway not only
preserves green space along Bishop Grandin Boulevard, but
also enables each of us (whether on bike, foot or wheelchair)
to enjoy the beauty, nature and wildlife along the corridor. Help
us create Bishop Grandin Greenway with a gift that reflects
your commitment to preserving this important piece of green
space. All contributions of $20.00 or more will receive a tax
receipt. For more information on opportunities to donate, see
‘Get Involved’ at www.BishopGrandinGreenway.com







Bittersweet Way Project
Environment: Tree Planting, Restoration,
Conservation
Promotion: Fundraising & Community Outreach
History: Research, Education
Special Events: Trails Day, Spring Cleanup
Public Relations: Promotion & Communications
Governance: Board of Directors, Project
Management

