Bittersweet Way: A plan taking shape
Our Bittersweet Way project is inching closer to reality as design and fundraising work continues.
Bittersweet Way is a multi-phase project at the north-west corner of St. Mary's Road and Bishop Grandin Boulevard. Among the features of Bittersweet Way are:




A landscaped approach to the greenway near the intersection with bilingual retaining wall signage that will
improve awareness of the Greenway
A commemorative circle, seating area and gathering place with plaques describing the historical significance of this area.
A secondary trail off of the main path that lead you through a grove of native plants and trees to the aforementioned commemorative circle

There have been some minor changes on the ground. Last year we planted dozens of native trees and shrubs with
the help of the Bluebird Fund, and we’ve began clearing out some dead wood and brush from the area that is to
be our commemorative circle.
Most of the work, however, has been behind
the scenes as details of the project are ironed
out, funding is solidified and quotes are solicited.
See our feature on Page 3 for more information and a sneak peak at what you might
soon see on the Greenway!
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Another Successful Spring Cleanup
With marginal weather leading up to our annual spring cleanup on May 4, it wasn't a certainty that it would go ahead as
scheduled. But nature cooperated and we had a cool but rainfree day to pick up the garbage that inevitably collects along
the Greenway throughout the winter.
In fact the day went very well. Approximately 40 volunteers
came out to help and over 700 lbs of garbage was collected!
Among the volunteers were some of our supportive elected
officials, as well as local residents and environmentally conscious people from as far away as Transcona.
The event, as always, showed that there is a great deal of enthusiasm for taking care of our city and pride in our
community!

Vandalism on the Greenway
Two years ago, we were thrilled to see a new public bicycle repair station installed on Bishop Grandin Greenway.
The cheerful yellow bike stand and tire pump included several common tools used for bike repairs including specialized tools like tire levers and headset wrenches. It was useful to people in the area who may not have access to
the proper tools to fix their bike, or to Greenway users who happen to have an issue along their journey.
Sadly the bike stand was damaged this spring when an unknown vandal cut off all of the tools. BGG supporter
Grace Ma noticed the damage and reported it on social media. A report was immediately filed with the City of
Winnipeg, and we are happy to report that the station was repaired within a few weeks.
Damage like this is unfortunate both because it deprives the public of an amenity, and because it is wasteful -- the
cost of replacing the tools is certainly far greater than the value of the tools to whoever stole them, and it eats
away at a limited city budget for infrastructure.
Vandalism affects all areas of the city, including Bishop Grandin Greenway. Most common is graffiti -- usually
damage from spray paint. If you happen to see graffiti or other damage that appears new, it can be reported to the
City of Winnipeg 311 service by phone, email, or via social media.
Our Annual General Meeting is on Tuesday, June 11 at Teen Stop, 533 Ste Anne's Road
AGM starting at 6:30, to be followed by our regular board meeting at 7:00. The meeting is open to the public.
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Designing Bittersweet Way
After the conceptual work was done, the next step along the path to developing Bittersweet Way was to engage
engineers and designers to assist with refining the plan.
The City of Winnipeg’s cooperation has been essential in this process. As an example, the Planning, Property and
Development Department has been critical in progressing through the final steps of site design by providing guidance related to design elements and of course a professional scale drawing of the site plan:

In addition, we are working with the city historian, in consultation with Métis and First Nations representatives,
on the development of historical plaques for the commemorative circle. Initial drafts of the plaques are impressive, with eye-catching graphics and insightful text relating to the historical subject matter. We can hardly wait to
see them built and installed for all to see!

DID YOU KNOW ...
André Nault, a resident of St.Vital and first cousin to Louis Riel, joined Riel in halting a Dominion land survey in
1869 in what was considered the first act of defiance against the Government of Canada by the Métis. André’s
parents Amable and Josephte were among the first residents of the strip of land that is now Bishop Grandin
Greenway.

NEW: On Twitter
Bishop Grandin Greenway has finally expanded its social media presence to Twitter! Twitter has become an influential
communication tool for all kinds of organizations including little non-profits like us. Tweeting under the handle
@BishopGrandin our or ganization will post per iodic updates and engage in the community in a new way!
www.bishopgrandingreenway.com | bishopgrandingreenway@gmail.com

-3-

MISSION STATEMENT
To create, enhance and conserve an accessible
network of nature areas and public pathways that
link and support both human and wildlife
communities along Bishop Grandin Blvd.

ABOUT BISHOP GRANDIN
GREENWAY:

2017-2018 Volunteer Board of Directors
Michelle Meade
Derick Young
Murray Gibson
Debbie Svaling
Brian Born
Bruce Garner
Jacqueline Marques
Stephane Lacroix-Pouliot

President
Vice President
Past President
Secretary
Treasurer
Director
Director
Director

Bishop Grandin Greenway Inc., (BGGI) is a not-for-

profit registered charity addressing the community
need for history, health and wellness. The organization
consists of community volunteers who are spearheading the Greenway development. Many organizations
are supporting the project through expertise, guidance
and financial support - Manitoba Hydro, the City of
Winnipeg, the Province of Manitoba, and Rotary to
name a few.
Monthly Meetings - Open to the Public
Contact bishopgrandingreenway@gmail.com for the

CONTACT:
Bishop Grandin Greenway Inc.
c/o Youville Centre
6-845 Dakota Street
Winnipeg, MB R2M 5M3
Phone: (204) 255-4840

times and locations of upcoming meetings.

Email: bishopgrandingreenway@gmail.com
Website: www.BishopGrandinGreenway.com

MEMBERSHIP & SUPPORT

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Annual Membership $10.00 (renewable March 31)

Volunteers are the heart of Bishop Grandin Greenway.
Countless people and organizations offer their time, expertise
and assistance towards many of the Greenway projects.
There are a number of ways in which you can get involved.

Cheques payable to: Bishop Grandin Greenway Inc.

NAME:
ADDRESS:

circle areas of interest



PHONE:
EMAIL:
Your cash and in-kind contributions help improve Bishop
Grandin Greenway each year! The Greenway not only
preserves green space along Bishop Grandin Boulevard, but
also enables each of us (whether on bike, foot or wheelchair)
to enjoy the beauty, nature and wildlife along the corridor. Help
us create Bishop Grandin Greenway with a gift that reflects
your commitment to preserving this important piece of green
space. All contributions of $20.00 or more will receive a tax
receipt. For more information on opportunities to donate, see
‘Get Involved’ at www.BishopGrandinGreenway.com







Bittersweet Way Project
Environment: Tree Planting, Restoration,
Conservation
Promotion: Fundraising & Community Outreach
History: Research, Education
Special Events: Trails Day, Spring Cleanup
Public Relations: Promotion & Communications
Governance: Board of Directors, Project
Management

